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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, on July 6, 2016 
through July 8, 2016, I was unable to vote on 
Roll Call votes 357 through 400. Had I been 
present, I would have voted as follows: Roll 
Call 357—No, Roll Call 358—No, Roll Call 
359—No, Roll Call 360—No, Roll Call 361— 
No, Roll Call 362—No, Roll Call 363—No, Roll 
Call 364—No, Roll Call 365—No, Roll Call 
366—No, Roll Call 367—No, Roll Call 368— 
No, Roll Call 369—No, Roll Call 370—No, Roll 
Call 371—Yes, Roll Call 372—Yes, Roll Call 
373—No, Roll Call 374—No, Roll Call 375— 
Yes, Roll Call 376—Yes, Roll Call 377—No, 
Roll Call 378—No, Roll Call 379—Yes, Roll 
Call 380—Yes, Roll Call 381—Yes, Roll Call 
382—Yes, Roll Call 383—Yes, Roll Call 384— 
Yes, Roll Call 385—Yes, Roll Call 386—Yes, 
Roll Call 387—Yes, Roll Call 388—Yes, Roll 
Call 389—Yes, Roll Call 390—Yes, Roll Call 
391—Yes, Roll Call 392—Yes, Roll Call 393— 
No, Roll Call 394—No, Roll Call 395—Yes, 
Roll Call 396—Yes, Roll Call 397—No, Roll 
Call 398—Yes, Roll Call 399—Yes, Roll Call 
400—Yes. 
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GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA: 
STOPPING THE BLOODSHED 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I am shocked 
and devastated by the multiple, tragic deaths 
occurring across our country. 

The most recent senseless deaths of Alton 
Sterling and Philando Castile at the hands of 
police and the equally senseless killing of five 
Dallas police officers were all completely 
avoidable and intolerable. 

Words alone cannot describe my heart-
break—nor can words alone bring resolve. 

Mr. Speaker, our resolve should be real so-
lutions to stop the bloodshed. 

Enough is enough—the American people 
are fed up, Congressional Democrats are fed 
up, the Congressional Black Caucus is fed up, 
and I am fed up. 

Republican Leadership should immediately 
bring to the floor: 

1. The Public Safety and Second Amend-
ment Rights Protection Act, H.R. 1217, which 
would expand the existing background check 
system to cover all commercial firearm sales. 

2. Denying Firearms and Explosives to Dan-
gerous Terrorists Act, H.R. 1076, also known 
as ‘‘No Fly, No Buy,’’ which would allow the 
FBI to block gun sales to people on the ter-
rorist watch list. 

3. Background Check Completion Act, H.R. 
3051, which would require that a background 

check be completed before any gun sale pro-
ceeds, and 

4. Hate Crimes Prevention Act, H.R. 4603, 
which would ban the sale of firearms to those 
convicted of assaulting someone based on 
their race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 
or disability. 

Mr. Speaker, we continue to mourn the loss 
of lives in Newtown, Aurora, Charleston, Or-
lando, and so many others. 

Last month, House Democrats, led by our 
CBC colleague and iconic civil rights leader 
Congressman JOHN LEWIS from the 5th district 
of Georgia, held a 26-hour sit-in on the Floor 
of the House of Representatives to demand 
House Republican Leaders hold a vote on leg-
islation to address gun violence. 

Mr. Speaker, after this sit-in, voters will not 
be silent. 

Americans across the country are coming 
together and organizing. 

In my district, I led a conference call with di-
verse leaders, activists, elected officials, reli-
gious and civic organizations, businesses and 
individuals in Central Ohio to discuss paving 
the way forward to curb gun violence and to 
unite our community. 

Mr. Speaker, we’re not asking for a lot—we 
are simply asking to save lives. 

Mr. Speaker, what will it take? 
Our former colleague, U.S. House Rep-

resentative Gabrielle Gifford, resigned due to 
being gun downed while trying to represent 
her constituents to the fullest. 

In the words of Martin Luther King Jr., ‘‘We 
are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is 
today. We are confronted with the fierce ur-
gency of now.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is time you heed those 
words. 

Our nation is in an urgent crisis, yet, we re-
main trapped in Congressional inaction. 

f 

HONORING SENATOR LOIS WOLK 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Senator Lois Wolk upon 
her retirement from the California State Sen-
ate. 

Senator Wolk has lived in Davis, California 
since 1978, and began her career in public 
service in 1990 when she was elected to the 
Davis City Council. During her service as a 
councilmember, Senator Wolk prioritized initia-
tives that improved environmental sustain-
ability and expanded access to health services 
for the people of Davis, including leading the 
efforts to restore and preserve Putah Creek 
and to build Sutter Davis Hospital. 

Senator Wolk was elected to serve as a 
Yolo County Supervisor in 1998, and while 
serving on the board of Supervisors she 
spearheaded efforts to improve children’s wel-
fare. The culmination of those efforts was the 

creation of Multi-Disciplinary Interview Center 
for abused children, a Crisis Nursery, and a 
new Juvenile Hall. Given the importance of 
agriculture to Yolo County’s economy, Senator 
Wolk led a major revision of the county’s Agri-
cultural Zoning Ordinance as a supervisor to 
preserve the county’s land quality for genera-
tions to come. 

After her service as County Supervisor, 
Senator Wolk was elected to the California 
State Assembly for three consecutive terms, 
serving from 2002 until 2008. She became the 
first woman to chair the Assembly Water, 
Parks and Wildlife Committee, where she ad-
vanced legislation addressing flood protection, 
the crisis in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta and climate change. 

Senator Wolk was elected to the California 
State Senate in 2008. As a senator, she has 
introduced and advanced legislation related to 
environmental protections and social equality. 
She also spearheaded the creation of a state-
wide registry to ensure more children are im-
munized and to increase consumer access to 
affordable clean energy. Most recently, Sen-
ator Wolk led the effort to pass the 
groundbreaking End of Life Option Act, ensur-
ing that Californians suffering from terminal ill-
ness can choose to die on their own terms. 
Senator Wolk currently serves as the Majority 
Whip and chairs the Senate Budget Sub-
committee on Resources, Environmental Pro-
tection, Energy and Transportation. 

Mr. Speaker, Senator Wolk is my friend and 
a valued colleague, and has been an exem-
plary public servant for close to three decades 
and it is therefore fitting and proper that we 
honor her here today. 
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RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF EXTENDING THE RARE PEDI-
ATRIC DISEASE PRIORITY RE-
VIEW VOUCHER PROGRAM 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to take 
this opportunity today to urge my colleagues 
to not let the Rare Pediatric Disease Priority 
Review Voucher Program lapse. As the co- 
chair of the House Congressional Rare Dis-
ease Caucus, I know first-hand how success-
ful this program has been for children and 
their families throughout the country and I am 
determined for it to continue. Unfortunately, 
the program expires September 30th, which 
could curb continued research and develop-
ment in the areas of rare pediatric conditions. 

One condition that very much relies on the 
incentives of the Rare Pediatric Disease Pri-
ority Review Voucher Program is 
epidermolysis bullosa (‘‘EB’’), and those suf-
fering from the condition are in desperate 
need of treatments and cures. EB is a rare, 
debilitating, and potentially fatal connective tis-
sue disorder that manifests through severe 
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